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This week’s office hours: 

Wednesday & Friday 10 am-12 pm; Thursday 2-5 pm 

The Threefold Temptation of Christ 
Michael Pacher (c. 1435-1498) 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Sunday 
Immaculate Conception at 11:00 am 

Confessions are available at 10:00 am 
 

February 26 
Celebrant: Fr. Craig Hightower, SJ 

 
March 5 

Celebrant: Fr. Steve Lantry, SJ 
 

No weekday Masses available until further notice. 
 

*  *  * 
Mass times for other locations nearby: 

 
St. Ignatius Mission at 9:00 am & 5:00 pm on Sundays 

 
St. John Paul II at 4:30 pm on Saturdays; 

8:30 am & 10:30 am on Sundays 

First Sunday of Lent 
26 February 2023 

Tale of Two Adams: Scott Hahn Reflects on the First 
Sunday of Lent 

St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology 
 
In today’s Liturgy, the destiny of the human race is told as the 
tale of two “types” of men—the first man, Adam, and the new 
Adam, Jesus (see 1 Corinthians 15:21–22; 45–59). 
 

Paul’s argument in the Epistle is built on a series of contrasts 
between “one” or “one person” and “the many” or “all.” By 
one person’s disobedience, sin and condemnation entered the 
world, and death came to reign over all. By the obedience of 
another one, grace abounded, all were justified, and life came 
to reign for all. 
 

This is the drama that unfolds in today’s First Reading and 
Gospel. 
 

Formed from the clay of the ground and filled with the breath 
of God’s own Spirit, Adam was a son of God (see Luke 3:38), 
created in His image (see Genesis 5:1–3). Crowned with glory, 
he was given dominion over the world and the protection of 
His angels (see Psalms 8:6–8; 91:11–13). He was made to 
worship God—to live not by bread alone but in obedience to 
every word that comes from the mouth of the Father. 
 

Adam, however, put the Lord his God to the test. He gave in to 
the serpent’s temptation, trying to seize for himself all that 
God had already promised him. But in His hour of temptation, 
Jesus prevailed where Adam failed—and drove the devil 
away. 
 

Still, we sin after the pattern of Adam’s transgression. Like 
Adam, we let sin in the door (see Genesis 4:7) when we 
entertain doubts about God’s promises, when we forget to call 
on Him in our hours of temptation. 
 

But the grace won for us by Christ’s obedience means that sin 
is no longer our master. 
 

As we begin this season of repentance, we can be confident in 
His compassion, that He will create in us a new heart 
(see Romans 5:5; Hebrews 8:10). As we do in today’s Psalm, 
we can sing joyfully of our salvation, renewed in His presence. 

Stations of the Cross 
Offered every Friday during Lent at 6:00 pm 

at Immaculate Conception & St. Joseph Mission 

March 2nd 
Last class of the 

women’s Endow series! 

Fish and Chips 
 

Served each Friday of Lent 

after Stations of the Cross at 

Immaculate Conception. 

No adult religious ed class at Family Night this week 

(March 1st). Youth R.E. classes will resume according to 

the normal schedule this week. 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/1%20Cor%2015.21%E2%80%9322
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Gen%205.1%E2%80%933
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Ps%208.6%E2%80%938
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Rom%205.5
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Heb%208.10


Humbly asking for your prayers 
Marcy Bishop, Maryalice Rouselle, The Clay Family, Virginia Rubel, Michael Conrad, Ellen Holland, Kaylee Martin, Dave Evertz, Steve 

Ducharme, Kate Shrider Olsen, Don Herbst, Bill Nash, Donna Jacobs, Derrie Edge, Madge Vert, Bob Mahon, Heather Stocki, Betty Bjork, 
Vicki Weiss, Jason Avison, Floyd Smith, Nash Niemeyer, Richard Call, Teresa Cullis, Bud Cheff, Jr, Betty McMillen.  

 
Please help to keep the list current by contacting the Parish Office.  Also, out of respect for a person's privacy, please make sure that all 

individuals wish to be publicly identified.   
 

Grace be to you and peace.  We give thanks to God always for you all;  Making a remembrance of you in our prayers without ceas-
ing.  1 Thessalonians 1:2 

 
The Holy Father’s prayer intention for March 

 
For victims of abuse: We pray for those who have suffered harm from members of the Church; may they find within the 

Church herself a concrete response to their pain and suffering. 

Please pray for our seminarians! 
Dillon Armstrong, Shae Bills, Lane Buus, John Cooney, Riley Helgoe, Alex Olmes, Brett Rotz, Jamie Severson, Deacon Kyle Tannehill, Carter Anderson, 

Matt Keck, Anthony Olmes, Jack Peed, James Semling, and Kaleb Mitchell. 

First Sunday of Lent 
 

Entrance: 
 

When he calls on me, I will answer him; 
I will deliver him and give him glory, 
I will grant him length of days. 
 

Collect: 
 

Grant, almighty God, 
through the yearly observances of holy Lent, 
that we may grow in understanding 
of the riches hidden in Christ 
and by worthy conduct pursue their effects. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever 
 

Readings: 
 

First Reading: Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7 
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 51:3-6,12-13,14 and 17 
   R./ Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. 
Second Reading: Rom 5:12-19 
Verse before the Gospel: One does not live on bread 
alone, but on every word that comes forth from the 
mouth of God. - Matt 4:4b 
Gospel: Mt 4:1-11 
 

Catechism of the Catholic Church: 
 

The Holy Spirit makes us discern between trials, which 
are necessary for the growth of the inner man, and temp-
tation, which leads to sin and death. We must also dis-
cern between being tempted and consenting to tempta-
tion. Finally, discernment unmasks the lie of temptation, 
whose object appears to be good, a "delight to the eyes" 
and desirable, when in reality its fruit is death. 

God does not want to impose the good, but wants free 

beings.... There is a certain usefulness to temptation. No 

one but God knows what our soul has received from 

him, not even we ourselves. But temptation reveals it in 

order to teach us to know ourselves, and in this way we 

discover our evil inclinations and are obliged to give 

thanks for the goods that temptation has revealed to us. 

(CCC 2847) 

Food Pantry Necessities 
Peanut butter and cereal are a constant need; as well as oats, 
flour and rice.  Clients tend to prefer healthy options for food 
that are not so loaded with sugar.  The Food Pantry will also 
accept money donations as well. Charitable donations may be 
left in the basket at the entrance of the church.  

February 27: Saint Gregory of Narek, Abbot and Doctor of the Church—

Optional Memorial 

951–c. 1003 
Widely venerated in the Armenian Church 

Declared a Doctor of the Church in 2015 and inscribed on the Church Calendar as 
an Optional Memorial by Pope Francis in 2021 

Liturgical Color: White (Purple if Lenten Weekday) 
 

Speaking with God from the Depths of the Heart. The voice of a sighing heart, its 
sobs and mournful cries, I offer up to you, O Seer of Secrets, placing the fruits of 

my wavering mind as a savory sacrifice on the fire of my grieving soul to be 
delivered to you in the censer of my will. ~From Prayer One, Book of Narek, by 

Saint Gregory 
 

The Apostles Saint Jude Thaddeus and Saint Bartholomew are believed to have 
traveled to Armenia to share the Gospel. In 301 A.D., the Armenian king was 
converted who, in turn, made Christianity the kingdom’s official religion, making 
Armenia the first nation to do so. In the centuries that followed, churches and 
monasteries were built, the faith was taught, liturgies were celebrated, and an 
extensive Christian culture emerged. 

In the year 451 A.D., the Armenian Church separated from the Church of Rome over 
disagreements on doctrine from the Council of Chalcedon. Though the Armenian 
Church remained an apostolic Church, being founded by the Apostles, it became 
separated from the pope. Its Sacraments and life of prayer continued, but the 
division also continued. In recent decades, greater attempts at unification have been 
made, and the saint we honor today is the most recent attempt by the Roman 
Church to more fully unite with the Eastern Church of Armenia. 

By the tenth century, the Kingdom of Armenia was celebrated for its faith, many 
churches, literature, art, and architecture. It was a relatively peaceful time. In the 
year 951 A.D., a boy named Gregory was born near Lake Van, the largest lake in the 
Kingdom of Armenia, modern-day Turkey. His mother died when he was young. His 

(Continued on page 3) 



Parish Offertory Progress Report 
Fiscal Year beginning July 1st  

 
Immaculate Conception  
$104,125 of $175,000 (60%) 
Sacred Heart/St. Joseph  
$21,628 of $44,500 (49%) 

 
Thank you for your generosity! 

DIVINE MERCY RADIO 
90.7 FM 

 
 
 

DMR is a locally owned, 
listener supported non-

profit 501(c)3 
PO Box 568 

Polson, MT 59860 

ROSARY GROUP 
 

St. Joseph Hospital 
Chapel 

 
Monday at 6:00 pm 
Friday at 9:00 am 

Retrouvaille 
A Lifeline for Married 

Couples 
HelpOurMarriage.org 

If you have information to be submitted in 
the bulletin, please contact the parish office 
by Wednesday morning before the printing 
of the next bulletin. Thank you! 

The Country Store is a thrift shop located on Main Street 

and run by volunteers from ten churches. Along with the 

churches involved, seven local charities benefit from the 

proceeds. If you would like to volunteer three hours a 

month working at the store, please call Ruth at 883-5025 

to be listed on the new schedule. 

 

Also remember the Country Store while you are getting rid 

of clothing and small items during your spring cleaning! 

Would you like a discount on your auto insurance? 
 
Smart Driver Course for drivers age 50+ 
 

After completion of the AARP Smart Driver 
Course, you’ll receive a certificate of completion that can be 

presented to your insurance agent for a possible reduction in your 
auto insurance premiums. 

Membership is not required to take the course. 
 

If you are interested, please email Pete at pridge83@gmail.com . 

father was the ruling prince of the Andzevatsiq province and also an 
Armenian bishop and scholar. His father was vocally supportive of 
some of the teachings of the Council of Chalcedon and believed that 
the head of the Armenian Church, called the Catholicos, enjoyed only 
the rank of bishop. This did not sit well with the Catholicos, who later 
excommunicated Gregory’s father from the Armenian Church. 

After their mother’s death, Gregory and his older brother were sent to 
live at the Monastery of Narek, under the guardianship of their 
maternal great-uncle Abbot Anania, the monastery’s founder. At 
about the age of twenty-six, Gregory was ordained a priest for the 
monastery and remained there for the rest of his life, teaching 
theology in the monastery’s school. 

The loss of his mother early in life led Gregory to a deep devotion to 
our Blessed Mother. He would later write, “This spiritual, heavenly 
mother of light cared for me as a son more than an earthly, breathing, 
physical mother could (Prayer 75).” 

Shortly after his ordination to the priesthood, Gregory wrote a 
commentary on the Song of Songs. He also wrote commentary on the 
Book of Job, numerous chats, homilies, and speeches that sang the 
praises of holy men. Toward the end of his life, he wrote his most 
famous work, The Book of Lamentations, or, as it is commonly known 
today, The Book of Narek. 

Gregory’s father had taught him to always remain in a state of 
continuous dialogue with God, ever attentive to His divine 
presence. The Book of Narek seems to flow from Gregory’s ongoing 
dialogue. The book is a compilation of ninety-five prayers. Each 
prayer begins with the phrase, “Speaking with God from the Depths of 
the Heart.” The prayers then go on to express the deepest love of God 
by a soul that seems troubled, and even tormented at times. The 
torment, however, is not despair, but an interior expression of hope 
from a soul who is in touch with his fallen humanity and sin, while at 
the same time keenly aware of God’s mercy. His prayers reflect the 
psalms and are similar to Saint Augustin’s Confessions. Saint Gregory 
states that these prayers were written “by the finger of God” (Prayer 
34) and that Gregory saw God, as he says, “with my own 
eyes” (Prayer 27f). In one of the final prayers, Gregory states, 
“although I shall die in the way of all mortals, may I be deemed to live 
through the continued existence of this book…This book will cry out 
in my place, with my voice, as if it were me” (Prayer 88b; c). He 
believed his book was written not only for himself, his monks, or the 
Armenian people, but for all people, for the entire world. 

Less than a century after Saint Gregory’s death, the Kingdom of 

Armenia was invaded by the Byzantines, then by the Turks. In the centuries that 
followed, these once-flourishing people suffered greatly under foreign 
domination. This suffering culminated in the twentieth century during the 
Armenian genocide when the Turks murdered an estimated 1–1.8 million 
Armenians. Throughout those centuries of great suffering and oppression, Saint 
Gregory’s book of prayers became the daily prayers of the Armenian people. 
Everyone had a printed copy; many people even slept with a copy under their 
pillow. In 2015, when the pope declared Saint Gregory a Doctor of the Church, 
and in 2021 when Saint Gregory was placed on the liturgical calendar for the 
Roman Church, his book of prayers suddenly became prayers for the entire 
world. They are prayers that need to be prayed by all people today so that the 
world will humble itself before God and become acutely aware of its sin and need 
for God’s mercy. Let us conclude with the conclusion of Saint Gregory’s final 
prayer. 

Prepare the earth for the day of light and let the soil bloom and bring forth 
fruit, heavenly cup of life-giving blood, ever sacrificed, never running dry all 
for the salvation and life of the souls in eternal rest. And though my body die in 
sin, with Your grace and compassion, may I be strengthened in You, cleansed of 
sin through You, and renewed by You with life everlasting, and at the 
resurrection of the righteous be deemed worthy of Your Father’s blessing. To 
Him together with You, all glory, and with the Holy Spirit, praise and 
resounding thanks, now, always and forever, Amen. 

Reference: MyCatholic.Life 



*ICC = Immaculate Conception Church 
  SJM = St. Joseph Mission 

Parish Events March 2023 

Date Day Time Event 

1st Wednesday 5:50 PM Family Night 

2nd Thursday 7:00 AM That Man Is You! 

2nd Thursday 10:30 AM ENDOW 

3rd Friday 6:00 PM Stations of the Cross (ICC, SJM); Fish Fry after Stations (ICC) 

5th Sunday 9:30 AM Credo 

8th Wednesday 5:50 PM Family Night 

9th Thursday 7:00 AM That Man Is You! 

10th Friday 6:00 PM Stations of the Cross (ICC, SJM); Fish Fry after Stations (ICC) 

12th Sunday 9:30 AM Credo 

14th Tuesday 1:30 PM Knitters & Crocheters Group 

15th Wednesday 5:50 PM Family Night 

16th Thursday 7:00 AM That Man Is You! 

17th Friday 6:00 PM Stations of the Cross (ICC, SJM); Fish Fry after Stations (ICC) 

19th Sunday 9:30 AM Credo 

22nd Wednesday 5:50 PM Family Night -- Confessions available for all (students get priority) 

23rd Thursday 7:00 AM That Man Is You! 

24th Friday 6:00 PM Stations of the Cross (ICC, SJM); Fish Fry after Stations (ICC) 

26th Sunday 9:30 AM Credo 

28th Tuesday 1:30 PM Knitters & Crocheters Group 

29th Wednesday   Spring Break / No Class 

31st Friday 6:00 PM Stations of the Cross (ICC, SJM); Fish Fry after Stations (ICC) 


